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THE 

PREFACE. 

Have  been  many  Years 
a  Debtor  to  the  W orld, 
and  fince  I  have  not 
as  yet  been  able  to  pay 
off  my  old  Scores  to  my  own 
Satisfaction,  the  following  Dif- 
lertation  comes  out  by  way  of 
Compofition  :  which  I  hope  will 
be  accepted  in  part  of  Payment, 

till 
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till  the  original  Debt  can  be 
difcharged. 

That  this  comes  out  alone, 
is  from  an  Impreffion  that  I 
have  had  upon  my  Spirits  for 
fome  Weeks  paft,  that  it  would 
be  highly  criminal  in  me  to  let 
another  M ifletoe-Seafon  pals, 
without  informing  the  World 
what  a  Treafure  God  Almighty 
has  every  Y ear  prefented  to  their 
View  ;  and  that  nobody,  at  leaft 
very  few,  have  received  any  Be¬ 
nefit  from  it. 

The  Article  of  Convulfions ,  in 
the  Bills  of  Mortality  of  this 
Great  City,  is  by  much  the  lar- 
geft  of  any,  very  commonly  a- 
mounting  to  about  a  fifth  Part  of 
the  whole  j  and  as  I  have  been 
credibly  inform’d,  happens  prin¬ 
cipally 
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cipally  amongft  Infant  Children  : 
from  whence  it  feems  Plain.,  that 
a  generous  Anti- Con vul five  Re¬ 
medy  is  wanting.  I  have  puh- 
iilh’d  the  Noble  Qualities  of  this 
Wonderful  Medicine,  in  the  raoft 
plain  and  familiar  manner,  that 
thereby  it  may  be  render’d  of 
more  publick  Ufe ,  and  I  am  not 
without  the  greateft  Hopes,  that 
People  of  all  Ranks  will  receive 
Benefit  from  it. 

I  hope  I  (hall  not  be  blam’d 
for  the  Eameftoefs  of  my  Re¬ 
commendation  of  this  Negle&ed, 
but  Extraordinary  Plant ;  becaufe 
my  own  Aim  in  fo  doing,  is  to 
preis  People  to  the  Ufe  of  that, 
which  every  Family  may,  one 

time  or  other,  receive  Advan¬ 
tage  from. 
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The  Performance  is  rough  and 
unpolifhed  ;  but  I  have  chofen 
rather  to  fuffer  Reproach  upon 
that  Account,  than  let  another 
Seafon  flip,  which  I  am  fatisfied 
would  be  to  the  Detriment  of 
many, 


A 
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CONCERNING 


M  I  S  L  E  T  0  E. 

A  VING  fome  Years  fined 
had  a  very  terrible  Inftance 
of  an  EpiJeptical  Cafe  in 
one  that  was  moft  near 
and  dear  to  me,  and  which 
baffled  all  Endeavours  that  were  ufed 
for  his  Recovery  ;  it  occaflon’d  me  ma¬ 
ny  fad  and  lerious  Reflections  upon  the 
Subjedt.  As  he  was  daily  before  my 
Eyes,  fo  his  Diftrefs  made  the  more 
fenfible  Imprefllons  upon  me.  I  had 
recourfe  to  the  moft  celebrated  Reme¬ 
dies  recommended  in  ail  Ages,  and  the 

B  Affif- 
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Afiiftance  of  my  Friends  moft  eminent 
in  their  Profeffion. 

■  Four  or  five  Years  were  fpent  in 
fruitlefs  Attempts,  he  every  Year  grow¬ 
ing  worle  and  worfe,  till  at  laft  he  be- 
came  Cataleptick  :  he  would  be  feiz’d 
as  he  was  Handing,  and  continue  in 
that  Poflure  like  a  lifelefs  Statue,  with¬ 
out  Senle  or  Motion.  When  he  was 
fo  feiz’d,  he  was  conftantly  laid  upon 
a  Bed  or  Couch ;  his  Fit  would  laft 
fome  Hours :  but  I  am  confident,  that 
had  he  been  let  alone,  he  wou’d  have 
continued  in  the  fame  Poflure  in  which 
he  was  feiz’d  during  the  whole  time  of 
the  Fit. 

Being  one  day  upon  a  journey,  I 
faw  fome  Hazle-T rees  plentifully  flock’d 
with  Mifietoe.  It  immediately  enter’d 
into  my  Mind,  that  there  mu  ft  be 
fomething  extraordinary  in  that  un¬ 
common  beautiful  Plant ;  that  the  Al¬ 
mighty  had  defign’d  it  for  farther  and 
more  noble  Ufes,  than  barely  to  feed 
Thrufhes,  or  to  be  hung  up  fuperftiti- 
oullyin  Houfes  to  drive  away  evil  Spirits, 

and 
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and  that  the  Mifletoe  that  grew  upon 
other  Trees,  was  capable  of  being  as 
ferviceable  to  Mankind,  as  that  which 
grew  upon  the  Oak. 

Amongft  many  other  Authors  that 
have  wrote  concerning  the  Epilepfy, 
I  had  lately  read  Marcus  Marti,  his 
Liturgia  Mentis  ;  the  moft  fatisfadory 
Treatife  upon  the  Subjed,  as  to  The¬ 
ory,  that  I  have  met  with,  and  indeed 
to  lay  a  Foundation  for  a  Phyfician  to 
pradife  rationally  in  the  Cure  of  all 
Convulfive  Diftempers. 

Having  made  the  moft  ftrid  Inqui¬ 
ry  into  the  Nature  of  Mifletoe  that  I 
was  capable  of,  I  concluded,  a  priori. 
That  it  was  a  Medicine  very  likely  to 
fubdue  not  only  the  Epilepfy,  but  all 
other  Convulfive  Diforders,  upon  the 
foot  of  Marcus  Marti' %  Hypothefis ;  1 
mean  the  ordinary  and  common  Mifle¬ 
toe.  The  Praifes  of  Mifletoe  of  the 
Oak  had  been  proclaim’d  for  many 
Ages  paft,  and  none  elfe  eftem'd  or 
regarded  as  to  any  medicinal  Virtue. 

B  2 
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The  Youth  before  mentioned  had 
indeed  taken  Mifletoe  in  fmall  Quanti¬ 
ties  in  the  Pul-vis  de  Gut t eta ,  and  other 
Compound  Remedies  recommended  in 
Epileptical  Cafes ;  but  when  f  reflected 
that  Mifletoe  was  but  one  Ingredient 
amongft  a  Farrago  of  others,  there 
was  no  determining  from  the  Effects 
of  thofe  Medicines,  whether  Mifletoe 
were  capable  of  doing  any  thing  to¬ 
wards  the  conquering  of  fo  Herculean 
a  Diftemper. 

In  reading  the  fcatter’d  and  imper¬ 
fect  Accounts  of  the  Druids ,  formerly 
Priefts  and  Philofophers  in  this  Ifland 
and  other  neighbouring  Countries,  who 
were  had  in  the  higheft  Veneration  by 
People  of  all  Ranks;  I  conjectur’d  that 
this  Veneration  in  great  meafure  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  the  wonderful  Cures  they 
wrought  by  means  of  the  Mifletoe  of 
the  Oak :  this  Tree  being  facred  to 
them,  but  none  fo,  that  had  not  Mifle¬ 
toe  upon  them ;  which  Confederation 
alfo  further  prompted  me  to  try  com¬ 
mon  Mifletoe  in  its  utmoft  extent.  Af- 

ter 
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ter  I  had  feen  feme  of  its  amazing 
Effeds,  I  concluded  that  it  was  from 
this  Divine  Remedy  that  they  had  al~ 
woft  Divine  Honours  paid  them. 

But  Mifletoe  of  the  Oak  being  the 
only  Mifletoe  recommended  as  good 
for  any  thing,  I  was  in  great  Straits 
how  to  procure  a  quantity  of  it ;  for  I 
did  not  remember  in  all  my  Travels  to 
have  feen  any  of  it :  fo  amongft  all  my 
Acquaintance,  from  that  time  to  this, 
I  do  not  know  that  I  have  met  with 
above  two  that  have. 

This  put  me  upon  confidering  whe¬ 
ther  or  no  the  Mifletoe  receiv’d  any 
Advantage  from  the  Tree  upon  which 
it  grew,  or  whether  all  Mifletoe  were 
not  the  lame. 

After  my  Thoughts  had  been  feme 
time  employ’d  upon  this  Subjed,  I 
concluded  that  t.ie  Mifletoe  of  the 
Crab,  the  Lime,  the  Pear,  or  any  o- 
ther  Tree,  were  of  equal  Virtue  with 
that  of  the  Oak,  for  the  following  Rea- 
fons ;  and  which  has  been  confirm’d 
to  me  fince  by  large  Experience,  which 
Is  beyond  every  thing  eife.  Now 
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Now  fuppofe  that  the  Mifletoe  of 
the  Oak  does  furpafs  that  of  all  other 
Trees ;  yet  from  ten  Years  large  Ex¬ 
perience  I  find  the  ordinary  Mifletoe  to 
pe  the  mod  noble  Medicine  I  ever 
knew  :  and  fince  it’s  every  where  to  be 
bad,  at  leafl:  in  this  Ifland,  it  ought  to 
be  efteem’d  as  a  great  Blefling ;  and 
if  the  other  excel  it,  thole  that  are  ca¬ 
pable  of  procuring  it,  ought  to  efteem 
it  accordingly. 

But  if  the  Mifletoe  were  in  any  man¬ 
ner  produced  from  the  Tree  upon  which 
it  grows,  as  the  Gaul  is  from  the  Oak ; 
then  it  might  reafonably  be  expected 
that  it  Ihould  partake  of  the  Quality  of 
the  Tree  that  produces  it,  as  the  Gaul 
does,  having  the  fame  ftiptick  Qualities 
with  the  Acorn,  or  the  Bark  of  the  Tree. 
But  as  it’s  propagated  by  the  way  of  Ino¬ 
culating,  or  Grafting,  it’s  quite  otherwife. 

An  Apricock  or  a  Peach  grafted  up¬ 
on  a  Plumb-Stock,  or  a  fine  Apple  or 
Pear  upon  a  Crab-Tree  one,  will  not 
produce  Plumbs  or  Crabs,  but  Apricocks 
and  Peaches,  and  fine  Pears  and  Apples. 

Z  As 
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As  far  as  lean  learn,  Mifletoe  is  cbm- 
monly  propagated  after  the  following 
manner  :  There  is  a  Bird  generally 
known  by  the  Name  of  the  Mifletoe 
Thrufli ;  which  Name,  I  fuppofe,  it 
derives  from  its  feeding  upon  Mifletoe 
Berries  during  the  Winter-Seafon.  From 
the  Pulp  of  the  Berries  it  is  nourifhed, 
but  the  Seeds  are  difeharged  with  the 
Excrement  undigefted.  Now  the  Ex¬ 
crement  being  of  a  flimy  nature,  flicks 
faft  to  the  Branches  of  the  Trees  upon 
which  it  falls;  and  if  there  be  any 
Crack  in  the  Bark,  there  the  Seed  lod¬ 
ges  itfelf,  and  produces  a  Plant  the  next 
Year.  The  Excrement  being  of  the 
nature  of  Birdlime,  and  Birdlime,  as  it’s 
faid,  being  to  be  made  of  the  Berries  of 
the  Plant ;  I  fuppofe  gave  rife  to  that 
very  old  Saying,  That  Turdus  cacat  in 
fui  Excidium . 

It  has  been  often  propagated  by  cut¬ 
ting  a  Slit  into  the  Bark  of  a  Tree,  and 
flicking  in  a  Seed.  I  have  been  told  of 
one  that  has  adorn’d  his  Trees  with  it, 
to  make  them  delightful  in  the  Winter- 

Seafon  : 
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Seafon:  and  furely  a  more  beautiful 
Plant  can  fcarce  be  feen. 

Pliny  fays,  That  it  is  apt  to  exhauft 
and  wear  out  the  Tree  upon  which  it 
grows;  in  which  I  am  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve  he  was  miftaken.  The  Reafon, 
I  fuppofe,  that  induc’d  him  to  be  of 
that  Opinion,  was,  That  it  moft  fre¬ 
quently  grows  upon  old  Trees.  Now 
1  conclude,  that  it  more  frequently 
grows  upon  them  than  young  ones,  be- 
caufe  the  Twigs  and  Branches  of  the 
old  T rees  are  more  liable  to  Cracks  and 
Accidents  than  young  ones  are  :  and 
being  moft  commonly  feen  upon  old 
Trees,  he  from  thence  concluded  that 
they  were  worn  out  by  it. 

There  feems  however  to  be  a  Dif¬ 
ference  betwixt  this  Plant,  and  all  other 
Trees  propagated  by  Grafting  or  In¬ 
oculating;  they  being  moft  certainly 
intirely  nourifhed  by  the  Juice  of  the 
Stock  into  which  they  are  inlerted  :  not-* 
withftanding  which,  as  is  before  obfer- 
ved,  they  change  the  Nature  of  the 
Juice,  brought  up  by  the  Stock,  into 

their 
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their  own.  But  whether  Mifletoe  re¬ 
ceives  its  full  Nourishment  from  the 
Juice  of  the  Tree,  feems  tome  a  Doubt. 
It’s  true,  it  continues  alive  during  the 
Summer,  but  it  does  not  begin  to  flou¬ 
rish  and  appear  in  Vigour,  till  the  Sap 
of  the  Tree  is  fallen,  or  otherwifo  Spent, 
and  the  Leaves  dropt.  Its  Berries  are 
full  ripe,  and  in  perfeftion,  about  the 
latter  end  of  December ;  and  the  more 
rigorous  and  fevere  the  Weather  is,  the 
more  vigorous  and  flourishing  is  the 
Mifletoe.  Now  considering  that  the 
Sap  or  nutricious  Juice  of  the  Tree  is 
at  this  time  in  a  manner  fpent,  I  am 
inclin’d  to  conje&ure  that  it  derives  its 
orincipal  Support  from  the  Air.  I  have 
rad  fome  thoughts  that  it  was  no  hard 


matter  to  try  by  eafy  Experiments, 
whether  this  be  fo  or  not ;  but  being 
confined  to  the  Town,  I  have  wanted 
Conveniences  of  fo  doing. 

How  it  thrives  in  hot  Countries,  or 
whether  it  ever  grows  upon  thofe  Trees 
that  never  cafh  their  Leaves,  1  am  ig¬ 
norant. 
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Of  all  the  ancient  Authors  that  take 
notice  of  it,  which  I  have  read,  Pliny 
in  his  Natural  Hijlory  feems  to  be  moll: 
full ;  but  what  he  fays  is  little  to  the 
purpofe :  and  almoft  every  body  elfe 
recommends  the  Mifletoe  of  the  Oak  in 
Epileptical  Cafes,  but  none  of  them 
-  give  Directions  how  even  that  fliould  be 
ufed  in  a  rational  manner. 

Amongft  the  Moderns,  the  Honoura¬ 
ble  Mr.  Hoyle ,  in  the  fecond  Part  of  his 
UJefulnefs  of  Experimental  Philofopbyy 
pag.  174.  gives  the  following  Rela¬ 
tion. 

V  . 

‘  A  young  Lady  of  great  Birth  having 
‘  been  long  troubled  with  an  almoft 
*  Hereditary1  Epileptical  Diftemper,  and 
4  after  having  been  wearied  by  Courfes 
4  of  Phyllck  prefcrib’d  her  by  the  fa- 

■  moufeft  Dodtors  that  cou’d  be  procu¬ 
red,  without  mending  at  all,  but  ra- 
4  ther  growing  worfe;  fo  that  fome- 

■  times  fire  would  have  in  one  day  eight 

■  or  ten  of  fuch  difmal  Fits  as  you  and 
^  I  have  feen  her  in ;  was  cured  only 
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4  by  the  Powder  of  the  true  Mifletoe  of 

‘  the  Oak,  given  as  much  as  would  lie 

4  upon  a  Sixpence  early  in  the  Morning* 

4  in  Black-Cherry  Water,  or  even  in 

4  Beer,  for  home  days  near  the  full 

4  Moon.  And  I  am  affured,  partly  by 

4  the  Patient  herfelf,  and  partly  by 

4  thofe  that  gave  her  the  Medicine, 

4  that  tho’  it  had  fcarce  any  fenhble 

4  Operation  upon  her,  and  did  not  make 

4  her  lickifh,  efpecially  when  fhe  dept 

4  upon  it ;  yet  after  the  fir  ft  day  fhe 

4  took  it,  fhe  never  had  but  one  Fit. 

4  And  this  Remedy  an  antient  Gentle- 

4  man,  who  being  cafually  prefent  when 

4  fhe  fuddenly  fell  down  as  dead,  gave 

4  it  her,  profefs’d  himfelf  conftantly  to 

4  have  cured  that  Diftemper  with  it, 

4  when  he  could  procure  the  right 

4  Simple,  which  is  here  exceeding  fcarce. 

4  And  what  further  Experiments  fome 

4  Friends  of  yours  have  fucceftfully 

4  made,  I  may  el fe where  have  occafion 

4  to  relate.’ 

My  moft  worthy  Friend  Dr.  Cole * 
encouraged  by  the  common  Voice  of 

C  a  Anti- 
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Antiquity,  and  being  farther  prompted 
to  it  by  this  Relation  of  Mr.  Boyle,  was 
induced  to  try  what  it  would  do  upon 
a  Patient  that  fell  into  his  hands  by  the 
Death  of  his  former  Phyfician,  who  for 
ffiree  Months  had  in  vain  been  attempt¬ 
ing  his  Cure.  He  relates  the  Cafe  and 
the  Circumftances  of  his  Cure  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

‘  A  certain  Youth  of  a  fprightly 
c  Genius,  of  about  fifteen  Year^of  Age, 
4  who  at  firft  had  laboured  under  a 
4  Fever,  from  which  he  was  perfectly 
‘  freed,  was  foon  after  attack’d  with 
4  an  Epileptical  Fit,  which  was  about 
4  three  Months  fince :  after  a  few  days 
4  another,  and  after  that  with  many, 
4  but  without  any  regular  Periods, 
4  Thefe  Fits  had  fo  afi'edted  his  Nerves, 
*  and  brought  fuch  a  Weaknefs  up- 
4  on  all  his  Joints,  that  he  could  not 
4  walk  without  difficulty,  nor  lift  the 
4  Weight  of  a  few  Ounces  with  his 
4  Hands,  nor  hold  a  Pen  to  write  with- 
4  al,  in  which  he  before  excelled.  To 
4  this  Youth  various  Remedies  having 
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4  before  been  given  without  fuccefs,  i 
‘  prefcribed  a  Vomit  of  Salt  and  Vitri- 
4  ol ;  then  a  Purge  or  two  with  fome 
4  Calomel.  Afterwards  I  took  care 
4  that  Mifletoe  of  the  Oak  fhould  be 
4  given  him  twice  a-day,  with  fome 
4  Cephalick  Vehicle ;  and  the  Apothe- 
4  cary  had  procured  the  Mifletoe  that 
4  was  genuine :  (Happy  he  1  for  to  this 
4  time  I  could  never  procure  any.) 

Proceeding  in  this  order,  his  Fits  ne- 
4  ver  returned.  The  Mifletoe  being 
4  continued  to  this  time,  he  fenfibly 
4  perceived  a  gradual  Refloration  of 
4  the  Strength  of  all  the  Parts ;  fo  that 
4  he  could  now  not  only  walk,  but  run, 

4  and  write  elegantly,  of  which  I  was 
4  an  Eye-witnefs.  So  that  I  have  rea- 
4  fon  to  hope,  that  from  the  continued 
4  Ule  of  this  Medicine,  he  may  be  per- 
4  fedly  freed  from  his  Illnefs,  @V.’ 

The  good  Dodtor  was  one  of  thole 
that  afforded  his  utmofl:  Afliftance  to 
the  diftrefled  Youth  before-mention’d  ; 
but  no  Mifletoe  of  the  Oak  being  to 
be  procured,  all  other  Mifletoe  was 

looked 


looked  upon  as  defpicable;  and  the 
reafon  why  the  Pulvis  de  Gut t eta  did 
no  good,  was  judg’d  to  proceed  from 
the  Apothecary’s  making  ufe  of  com¬ 
mon  Mifletoe  in  the  Compofition  of  it, 
inftead  of  that  of  the  Oak.  But  be  that 
as  it  will,  and  let  the  Difference  be 
ever  fo  great,  the  Quantity  of  Mifle- 
toe  in  that  Compolition  is  fo  fmall, 
as  to  render  it  of  no  Efiedt.  And  as 
for  the  Mifletoe  contained  in  the  Anti- 
Epileptick  Waters,  the  great  Zweifer 
has  remark’d,  that  it  will  not  yield  any 
of  its  Virtues  by  ordinary  Diftillation. 

Mifletoe  of  the  Oak  not  being  to 
be  obtain’d,  I  furnifh’d  myfelf  with  a 
large  Quantity  of  that  of  the  Lime ; 
the  Trees  in  one  oi  the  Parks  at 
Hampton-Court  affording  great  Plenty, 
at  lea  If  they  did  fo  at  that  time.  I 
order’d  it  to  be  gather’d  at  the  latter 
end  of  December:  The  Leaves,  Ber¬ 
ries,  and  very  tender  Twigs,  I  got 
dried  over  a  Baker’s  Oven,  where  there 
was  a  conftant  gentle  Heat,  and  then 

had  it  made  into  very  fine  Powder,  to 
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be  put  into  a  Glafs  cover’d  with  Blad-? 
der  or  Leather,  and  kept  in  a  very  dry 
Place.  If  it  be  not  kept  dole  and  dry, 
it  will  contradta  Dampnefs,  grow  moul¬ 
dy,'  and  be  good  for  nothing  :  If  it  be 
fcorched  by  the  Fire  in  drying,  it  will 
alfo  be  fpoil’d,  and  of  no  effedt. 

The  larger  Stalks  muft  alio  be  care¬ 
fully  dry’d  and  preferv'd,  for  Decoc- 
tions  and  Infufions. 

Furnifli’d  with  my  Medicine,  tho’ 
of  no  Reputation,  not  being  fufpended 
upon  the  Oak ;  I  was  very  impatient 
to  fee  the  Effedt  of  it,  and  immediate¬ 
ly  went  to  work  with  it. 

The  diftrefied  Youth  had  for  five 
Years  been  labouring  in  vain,  and  eve¬ 
ry  Month  grew  worfe  and  worfe ;  fa 
that  his  Constitution  both  of  Body  and 
Mind  was  Spoil  d  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
I  could  not  be  fo  prefumptuous  as  to 
hope  for  a  Cure:  The  utmoft  I  could 
wifh  for,  was  Some  Relief^  and  to  ren¬ 
der  the  Remainder  of  his  Life  Someway 
comfortable  to  him. 

from  being  one  of  the  fprightlieft  of 
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Youths  at  Twelve  Years  of  Age,  at  Se¬ 
venteen  he  was  a  perfedt  Mope,  a  moft 
ntelancholy  Spedtacle  both  in  and  out 
of  his  Fits.  However,  bad  as  he  was, 
having  carefully  inquired  into  the  Na¬ 
ture  of  my  Medicine,  I  went  to  work 
with  it :  I  was  fure  it  could  do  him  no 
hurt,  if  it  did  him  no  good. 

His  Fits  in  the  beginning  kept  pace 
with  the  Moon,  he  rarely  having  any 
but  about  the  New  or  the  Full ;  but  in 
Tradt  of  Time  he  had  them  at  all  Sea- 
fons :  fo  I  began  with  him,  without 
any  regard  to  that  Affair. 

From  the  firft  I  gave  him  half  a 
Dram  of  the  Powder,  made  into  a  Bo¬ 
lus  with  Syrup  of  Pioneys,  every  fix 
Hours ;  and  after  it  a  large  Draught  of 
a  ftrong  Infufion  of  the  Stalks  bruifed, 
and  fweetned  with  Syrup  of  Pioneys. 

To  my  great  furprize  he  had  not  one 
Fit  from  the  time  he  began  to  take  this 
Glorious  Medicine,  for  a  Month  or 
more,  and  never  one  Cataleptick  Fit 
to  the  day  of  his  Death.  He  continu¬ 
ed  to  take  it  on  for  three  Years,  but 
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after  fome  Months,  only  Night  and 
Morning ;  and  in  the  main,  during 
that  whole  Space,  he  enjoy’d  his  Health 
tolerably  well.  But  as  his  Memory  had 
been  almoft  intirely  loft  by  the  former 
Five-Years  Calamity,  fo  it  was  not 
judg’d  proper  to  fet  him  to  any  fort  of 
hard  Study,  or  employ  him  in  any  Bu- 
finefs  that  fhould  give  him  any  trouble ; 
Upon  which  fcore  it  was  thought  necef- 
fary  to  fend  him  into  the  Country,  td 
a  good  Air,  with  one  conftantly  to  keep 
him  company,  and  to  fecure  him  a- 
gainft  Accidents. 

There  he  lived,  with  great  Comfort 
to  him felf,  and  Pleafure  to  thofe  he 
convers’d  with ;  and  was  fometimes 
Capable  of  applying  himfelf  to  his  Stu¬ 
dies.  He  would  now  and  then  have  a 
Fit,  but  fometimes  not  one  in  three 
Months ;  and  thofe  Fits  he  had,  very 
favouraole  ones,  which  he  had  always 
Warnings  of  beforehand,  fo  that  he 
could  be  trufted  on  horfeback. 

At  laft  he  was  taken  ill  in  a  manner 
different  from  what  he  had  formerly 
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been,  and  died  in  about  four  and 
twenty  Hours.  I  could  not  fee  him 
after  he  was  dead,  but  defired  that  his 
Head  fhould  be  open’d ;  having  great 
reafon  to  believe,  that  the  beginning 
of  his  Illnefs  proceeded  from  an  un¬ 
fortunate  Blow  upon  the  left  Temple, 
in  which  Part  he  would  often  com¬ 
plain  of  great  Pain,  efpecially  in  the 
firft  part  of  his  Illnefs,  before  he  be¬ 
came  fbupid.  And  the  Account  I  had 
ol  that  matter,  was,  That  there  was  a 
blackifh  Spot  upon  the  Dura  Mater-, 
of  the  bignefs  of  a  Shilling,  juft  under 
the  Os  Temporis. 

It’s  true  here  was  no  Cure,  neither 
could  I  expert  one :  I  had  the  utmoft 
Succefs  I  could  reafonably  propofe  to 
myfelf,  which  was  to  render  the  fhort 
Remains  of  a  miferable  Life  comfortable 
and  eafy  :  And  by  fo  doing,  to  have  a 
reafonable  Opportunity  of  introducing 
to  the  World  a  moft  Glorious  andUfe- 
ful  Medicine;  which  has  one  peculiar 
Property  attending  it,  That  it  is  capable 
of  doing  the  greateft  Good  in  the  moft 
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formidable  of  Difeafes,  and  I  dare  fay 
will  never  do  any  Hurt. 

The  Jefuits  Bark  is  a  moft  Noble 
Medicine  in  Fevers  regularly  intermit  • 
ting,  and  in  fome  other  Cafes :  but  I 
have  frequently  known  the  Mifapplica- 
tion  of  it,  of  terrible  and  fatal  Confe- 
quence.  But  for  Mifletoe  I  dare  en¬ 
gage  for  it,  that  it  will  never  hurt  any 
one ;  and  tho  it  be  la  innocent,  yet  it 
will  frequently  cure  Difeafes,  that  in 
appearance  (as  the  Great  Dr.  Willis  re- 
prefents  them,  in  his  Defcription  of  the 
Epilepfy,  in  his  Tradt  ds  Morbis  Con- 
vuljtvis)  do  not  much  differ  from  thole 
we  read  of  in  the  Gofpels,  that  were 
cured  by  the  Redeemer  of  the  World, 
the  Eternal  Son  of  God:  But  his  Cures 
were  wrought  by  a  Word,  and  not  by 
Medicines.  Glory  be  to  him,  that  in 
the  abfence  of  himfelf  has  created  fuch 
Medicines  for  the  Relief  of  the  Dirtref- 
fed,  as  this  I  am  treating  of! 

No  one  can  think  that  I  am  fo  far 
diverted  of  Reafon,  as  to  recommend 
this  Medicine  in  the  manner  I  do, 
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there  not  being  the  leaf!  Profpedl  of 
Advantage  to  myfelf  in  it ;  but  that  I 
am  fure  of  its  Effects,  from  thorough 
Experience,  and  that  I  have  all  imagina<- 
ble  Reafon  to  believe  that  it  will  prove 
of  general  Advantage  to  the  World  : 
there  not  being  a  Family,  to  which  it 
jnay  not  at  one  time  or  other  be  of  the 
greatefl  Ufe. 

I  have  many  times  known  about  a 
Scruple  of  the  Powder,  mix’d  with  a 
little  Black-Cherry  Water,  reftore  Chil¬ 
dren  that  have  been  agonized  with  the 
mofl  exquifite  Convullions  that  can  be 
conceived  ;  but  then  it  has  been  repea¬ 
ted  in  lefs  quantity  very  often  till  they 
were  perfectly  well.  I  hardly  ever 
knew  it  given  to  Children  without  ad¬ 
vantage:  A  Cure  is  not  always  to  be 
expedfed,  but  Relief  is  a  gerat  BJeffing 
in  fiich  miferable  Difeafes. 

It’s  good  in  their  Gripes,  either  to, 
obtund  the  Acrimony  of  the  Bile  or 
Pancreatick  Juices ;  and  if  they  will 
not  take  it  any  other  way,  may  be 
given  in  their  Pap,  Pannadoe,  or  Breaft- 
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Milk.  Even  to  Infants  there  can  be 
no  Error  in  giving  thern  too  much,  but 
the  more  they  take,  the  better ;  it  be¬ 
ing  of  a  nourifhing  Quality,  and  no  ways 
hot,  or  in  the  leaft  tending  to  throw 
them  into  a  Fever ;  nay,  is  rather  of 
itfelf  a  Febrifuge.  I  have  often  found 
it  of  great  ufe  in  the  difmal  flow  Fevers, 
attended  with  Convuliive  Symptoms. 

I  have  never  through  the  Courfe  of  my 
Practice,  feen  but  two  Perfons  labour¬ 
ing  under  that  frightful  Diftemper  cal¬ 
led  the  Chorea  SanEU  V itis ,  or  St.  Vi- 
tes  s  Dance  ;  or  at  lead  that  might  be 
truly  called  fo.  The  firft  was  before 
I  knew  the  Ufe  of  Mifletoe  :  She  had 
the  Adiftance  of  other  Phylicians  be- 
lideme  ;  butin  fpight  of  all  that  could 
be  done,  fhe  died  miferably. 

About  three  Years  iince,  the  lecond, 
a  Girl  of  about  Seven  Years  of  Age, 
was  brought  to  me.  Every  Mufcle  of 
her  leem  d  to  be  convuls’d ;  if  fhe  were 
upon  her  Feet,  fhe  was  always  dancing, 
and  throwing  her  Arms  about;  the 
Mufcles  of  her  Face  would  be  varioufly 
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diftorted,  and  her  Head  moving  back¬ 
ward  or  forward,  or  from  fide  to  fide, 
fo  as  to  be  the  moft  moving  Object 
of  Companion.  If  fhe  were  in  Bed, 
fhe  was  under  the  fame  Circum- 
ftances;  one  being  obliged  to  be  con- 
ftantly  by  her,  to  keep  the  Clothes 
upon  her,  and  fhe  had  no  Sleep.  She 
took  about  two  Drams  of  the  Powder 
every  day,  and  by  that  time  fine  had 
taken  twelve  or  fourteen  Ounces,  fhe 
was  made  perfe&ly  well,  and  fo  con¬ 
tinues.  She  grew  better  by  that  time 
fhe  had  taken  it  two  days,  and  in  a 
manner  well  in  about  a  Fortnight:  but  I 
order’d  the  Continuance  of  the  Medicine, 
till  fhe  had  taken  the  quantity  before- 
mention’d  to  fecure  heragainft  Returns. 

I  have  an  intimate  Acquaintance, 
an  excellent  Gentlewoman,  who  had 
laboured  under  Convulfive  Diforders  for, 
twenty  Years,  and  did  not  want  the  beft 
Advice ;  her  Life  was  render’d  tho¬ 
roughly  miferable :  But  by  the  Ufe  of 
the  Powder  of  Mifletoe  for  a  Year  or 
two,  fhe  is  become  perfectly  well, 
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enjoying  the  Comfort  of  Life  as  much 
as  any  one  does. 

I  have  known  fo  many  Jnftances, 
both  in  Young  and  Old,  in  Rich  and 
Poor,  of  both  Sexes,  lbmeof  whom  had 
been  many  Years  affixed  withEpilepfies, 
and  other  Convulfive  Diforders,  that 
have  been  either  cured  or  received  Be¬ 
nefit  from  this  divine  Remedy  ;  that  I 
think  myfelf  bound  in  Confcience  to 
divulge  the  Ufe  of  it  to  the  World  ; 
fince,  as  I  have  before  obferv’d,  it  is 
capable  of  doing  greater  things  than 
ever  I  knew  perform’d  by  any  one  Re¬ 
medy,  and  I  think  it  uncapable  of  do¬ 
ing  any  Hurt. 

Another  principal  Reafon  that  has 
induc’d  me  to  it,  is  for  the  fake  of  the 
Poor,  the  Meaneft  being  able  to  procure 
it  as  well  as  the  Rich,  and  that  it  wants 
little  or  no  Skill  in  the  Adminiftration 
of  it. 

Whilft  the  Virtues  of  Mifletoe  were 
con  fin  d  to  that  of  the  Oak  only,  it  was 
of  little  or  no  ufe  to  the  World,  as  not 
being  to  be  procured,  I  have  been  five 
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and  thirty  Years  a  diligent  Searcher  after 
it,  but  never  could  yet  fee  one  Sprig  ;and 
as  I  have  before  obferv’d,  have  never 
met  with  above  two  that  had.  If  the 
common  Mifletoe  that  is  to  be  met  with 
in  every  County  of  our  Fortunate  Hland, 
is  capable  of  doing  as  great  things,  as 
have  ever  been  recorded  of  the  Mifletoe 
of  the  Oak  ;  I  fhall  have  that  Pleafure 
and  Satisfaction  of  Mind,  which  gene¬ 
rally  redounds  to  thofe  that  have  the 
Happinefs  of  being  Benefactors  to  the 
Age  they  live  in,  which  I  have  in  eve¬ 
ry  Partand  Circumflance  of  Life  endea¬ 
vour’d. 

But  if  from  the  common  Voice  of 
all  Ages,  and  the  modern  Inftances  I 
have  produced,  Mifletoe  of  the  Oak 
muff  dill  be  prefer’d  ;  I  do  not  doubt 
but  every  Oak  in  England  may  be 
made  to  produce  Mifletoe  by  the  Me¬ 
thod  I  have  before  propos’d.  And 
perhaps  the  Druids  took  that  Method 
to  propagate  it  upon  fuch  Oaks  as  were 
for  their  turn.  And  when  that  can  be 
had  in  plenty,  it  will  be  no  great 
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to  diftinguilh  whether  it  ex~ 
cels  or  not :  But  I  am  really  of  opinion, 
that  all  Mifletoe  is  the  fame,  for  the 
Reafons  before  alledg’d. 

In  this  Differtation  I  have  carefully 
avoided  entring  into  the  Realbn  why 
Mifletoe  is  fo  excellent  a  Remedy  in 
Epilepfi.es,  and  of  .conlequence.  in  all 
other  Convuhive  Diftempers ;  but  re¬ 
commend,  it  to  the  Ufe  of  the  World 
from  the  large  Experience  I  have  had 
of  it,  which  is  the  fame  way  that  the 
famous  Peruvian  Bark  was  ufher’d  in  t 
and  perhaps  the  Experience  of  future 
Practitioners  may  make  that  matter 
more  clear,  than  atprefent  I  am  capable 
of  doing.  Nay,  fhould  I  attempt  itj 
it  would  fwell  the  Bulk,  and  of  confe- 
quence  the  Price  of  this  Differtation  $ 
and  be  of  no  advantage  to  the  ordinary 
Sort  of  People,  whofe  Benefit  by  this 
Publication  I  propole  as  much  as  the  Rich. 

I  began  with  it  upon  a  Rational 
Foundation,  and  the  Succefs  has  an- 
fwer’d  my  Expectation,  even  to  my 
Amazement  in  fome  Inftances.  I  don’t 
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doubt  but  others  will  try  whether  what 
I  have  laid  be  true ;  and  when  they  lee 
that  it  anfwers  their  Expectations  alfo, 

I  hope  it  will  exercife  the  line  Genius’s 
or  the  Age,  to  draw  Conlequences  from 
it,  that  may  be  of  great  ufe. 

As  the  Bark  does  fometimes  want  an 
Auxiliary,  to  enable  it,  entirely  to  o- 
vercome  an  oblfinate  Quartan  Ague ;  ■ 
fo  I  have  fometimes  found  that  Mille- 
toe  has  done  better  in  fome  obftinate 
old  Epileplies,  with  the  affiftance  of  an 
Auxiliary,  than  alone. 

A  Dram  of  Sal  Mariis  added  to  an 
Ounce  of  the  Bark,  will  make  that 
Ounce  more  effectually  to  cure  an  in¬ 
veterate  Quartan,  than  fix  times  the 
quantity  of  the  Bark  alone  will  do  with¬ 
out  it :  So  I  have  fometimes  known  a 
Dram  of  Affa-fcetida  added  to  an 
Ounce  of  the  Milletoe-Powder,  and 
made  into  an  Eledtuary,  make  it  ad 
much  more  powerfully  than  alone. 

Gentle  Purging,  and  fometimes  Blee¬ 
ding,  are  ufeful  before  the  giving  of 
the  Miiletoe :  but  I  have  been  for  fome 
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Years  afraid  of  giving  Vomits,  even  of 
the  gentled  fort,  in  Convulfive  Dif- 
tempers,  from  fome  terrible  Accidents 
that  have  been  like  to  enfue  from  mo¬ 
derate  Dofes  of  Ipecacuana  itfelf ;  the 
fafeft  and  perhaps  the  bed  Vomit  that 
ever  was  made  known  to  the  World, 
barely  as  aVomitto  cleanfe  the  Stomach, 

If  the  Plant  be  not  dry’d,  powder’d 
and  preferv’d  in  the  manner  I  have  di¬ 
rected,  there  is  fcarce  any  other  way  of 
keeping  it,  but  that  it  will  be  render’d 
intirely  ufelefs.  This  I  dedre  may  be 
carefully  obferv’d  by  every  body. 

I  don  t  doubt  but  even  Midetoe  of 
the  Oak  itfelf,  or  what  People  have 
called  fo,  has  often  unfuccefsfully  been 
given,  from  not  being  gather’d  in  right 
time;  or  if  it  has  been  fo,  either  ill- 
dried,  or  not  carefully  preferv’d  after¬ 
wards. 

From  the  Hints  I  have  given,  I 
hope  others  will  be  difpofed  to  try  this 
Medicine  to  a  further  Extent  than  I  have 
been  able  to  do  :  I  have  been  cramp’d 
in  it,  becaufe  it  was  not  to  be  had  in 
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more  than  two  Apothecaries  Shops,  that 
I  could  depend  upon  for  its  being  regu¬ 
larly  managed.  But  for  the  future, 
lince  it  will  put  them  but  to  very  fmall 
Expence,  I  hope  no  Shop  in  the  King¬ 
dom  will  be  without  it. 

If  any  one  will  be  fo  good,  as  to 
communicate  to  me  any,  either  Medi¬ 
cinal  or  Natural  Obfervations,  that 
they  have  already,  or  fhall  hereafter 
make,  in  relation  to  the  Subject  here 
treated  of,  they  fhall  not  fail  of  my 
inoft  grateful  Acknowledgments. 

I  ...  ' 
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CONCERNING 

M  I  S  L  E  T  0  E. 


PART  II. 


HE  Impreffion  of  the  fir  ft 
Part  of  the  Diflertation  con¬ 
cerning  Mifletoe  having  been 
kindly  received,  and  fold 
off ;  I  have  thought  fit  to  add  fome  far¬ 
ther  Obfervations,  and  likewife  to  be 
more  particular  in  my  Directions  for 
the  Ufe  of  this  amazing  Remedy,  fome 
People  having  complained  of  my  being 
defective  in  that  matter. 

Now- 
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Now  fince  I  had  nothing  but  the 
common  Good  in  my  View,  in  the 
publifhing  my  Obfervations  of  the  Qua¬ 
lities  of  this  extraordinary  Plant,  I  fhall 
endeavour  to  make  every  thing  as  plain 
as  I  am  able.  •  And  fince  the  Poor  are 
thofe  whom  I  chiefly  aim  at  ferving, 
what  is  farther  to  be  added,  I  have 
thought  fit  to  do  by  itfelf,  that  thofe 
who  have  the  firfl:  may  buy  this  apart. 

It  has  been  no  fmall  Grief  to  me  to 
obferve,  that  when  a  Fever  has  reigned 
within  the  Limits  of  London  to  a  grea¬ 
ter  degree  than  ever  I  have  known  it  ; 
when  the  Bills  ofMortality  have  been  at 
the  highefl,  the  Article  of  Convulfions 
has  been  double  to  that  of  the  Fever. 

It  is  not  improbable,  but  that  many 
of  thofe  Convulfions  were  the  Confe- 
quences  of  a  Fever.  Now  fuppofing 
that  true,  I  have  fometimes  obferv’d, 
that  Mifletoe  being  brought  in  as  an 
Aid,  and  given  in  large  Quantities,  will 
prevent  the  Fatality  of  even  thofe  Con- 
vulfions. 


The 
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The  far  greated  number  of  Sick, 
not  only  in  the  Country,  but  even  in 
London  itfelf,  are  committed  to  the 
Care  of  the  moll  ignorant  Pretenders ; 
now  even  thefe  People  would  moll 
certainly  be  glad  to  recover  their  Pa¬ 
tients,  for  thereby  they  would  edablifh 
a  Reputation,  and  fecure  a  Livelihood : 
For  the  meanefl  of  theie  Intruders, 
Mifletoe  is  a  proper  Remedy ;  it  cods 
little,  will  do  no  hurt,  and,  as  even 
they  are  here  indrucded  in  the  Ufe  of  it, 
will  do  eminent  Good,  and  gain  them 
Fame.  II  it  fails  of  Succefs,  fince  their 
Patients  are  fure  not  to  be  fufferers  by 
it,  they  can  receive  little  Damage. 

I  have  met  with  three  or  four  in  the 
compafs  of  this  Year  that  Mifletoe  has 
not  had  the  defir  d  effe<£t  upon  5  one  of 
which  was  a  young  Gentleman,  whofe 
Fits  attack’d  him  only  in  his  Sleep; 
(he  formerly  had  had  them  when  re 
was  awake.]  The  Fits  that  attack  Peo¬ 
ple  in  their  Sleep,  I  have  always  found 
mod  difficult  to  be  overcome,  as  alfb 
to  be  accounted  for  :  however,  I  am  in 

my 
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toy  own  Mind  fatisfy’d,  that  by  a 
long-continu’d  Ufe  of  this  Medicine,  of 
by  taking  it  in  a  different  Form  from 
what  he  did,  he  isftill  to  be  made  well. 

The  reafon  for  this  my  Opinion  is* 
that  the  Texture  of  his  Brain  and  Nerves 
is  not  yet  fo  far  broken,  but  that  they 
ftill  feem  capable  of  being  repaired. 

Another  of  which  was  a  poor  Youth 
of  fifteen,  who  had  had  the  Diftemper 
from  his  Cradle;  and  tho’ he  had  his 
Medicines  for  nothing,  yet  he  wanted 
Clothes  to  fecure  him  againft  Cold,  and 
I  doubt  the  common  Neceflaries  at 
home. 

His  Fits  were  frequently  ftav’d  off  for 
whole  Moons,  which  had  never  been 
known  before;  but  upon  return  of  cold 
Weather,  for  want  of  being  well  cloth’d, 
and  other  Accidents,  the  Fits  would 
return  again,  and  fo  I  fuppofe  conti¬ 
nue  to  do  :  the  Careleffnefs  of  the  Pa¬ 
rents  having  difcourag’d  me  from  doing 
any  thing  more  for  him. 

A  third  -  was  a  young  Gentleman, 
who  had  only  a  Fit  or  two  a  Month ; 

and 
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and  in  his  Fits  there  was  fomething  pe¬ 
culiar  ;  but  was  not  made  well  in  three 
or  four  Months :  fo  I  left  off  viliting 
him,  there  leeming  a  fort  of  uneafinefs 
that  he  was  not  free  from  his  Fits  in 
that  time. 

The  fourth  was  a  young  Woman 
about  twenty-three,  whofe  good  Mo¬ 
ther  had  fpent  her  whole  Subftance  in 
feven  Years  Attempts  to  make  her  well 
In  the  four  Months  I  have  had  her  un¬ 
der  my  Care,  there  has  been  feveral 
times  an  appearance  as  if  fhe  would  be 
made  well :  but  Diftrefs  of  Mind  from 
her  miferable  reduced  Circum fiances, 
having  before  liv’d  well,  has,  I  believe, 
eluded  the  force  of  the  Medicine  ;  tho’ 

I  am  ftill  in  hopes  to  recover  her,  not- 
withftanding  her  Cafe  is  moll  miferable. 

But  thefe  four  Infcances,  where  Suc- 
cefs  has  been  wanting,  are  nothing  in 
comparifon  of  the  great  numbers  that 
have  been  made  well. 

I  have  lately  come  to  the  knowledge, 
that  Mifletoe  will,  with  very  little  trou¬ 
ble,  yield  its  Tin&ure  in  Spirit  of  Wine  : 

F  but 
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but  not  to  arrogate  to  myfelf  what  is 
not  my  due,  I  ffiall  here  declare  the 
way  how  I  came  to  the  knowledge  of' 
it,  which  is  as  follows. 

Mr.  Small  the  Surgeon,  being  in  the 
Shop  of  Mr.  Riddle  an  Apothecary  in 
V tillers- Street,  Tork-B u tidings,  as  they 
were  talking  about  the  wonderful  Ef¬ 
fects  of  Miiletoe,  Mr.  Small  faid,  That 
it  was  great  pity  that  the  Powder  was 
difagreeabie  to  fome  very  nice  Sto¬ 
machs,  as  indeed  I  have  fometimes  found 
it  to  be ;  he  therefore  defir’d  the  other 
to  try  whether  it  wrould  r  not  yield  a 
Tindture  in  highly  redtify’d  Spirit  of 
Wine,  as  the  Jefuits  Bark  and  Fir  gin  i- 
an  Snake-Root  did  :  If  fo,  he  did  not 
fee  why  it  might  not  be  more  effica¬ 
cious  than  the  Powder,  as  the  Tindtures 
of  the  other  two  were. 

Mr.  Riddle  immediately  fet  about  it, 
and  in  a  quarter  of  the  time  that  either 
of  the  others  would  emit  their  Tindture, 
it  afforded  a  rich  and  noble  one  :  fo 
he  immediately  brought  me  a  Bottle  of 
it,  with  which  I  was  highly  delighted. 

Seve- 


^  ^  ^  i  >  * 

Several  of  the  Chymical  Writers 
have  recommended  the  Spirit  of  Mifle- 
toe  as  an  excellent  Menftruum  to  ex¬ 
tract  a  Tincture  from  Red  Corals 
Now  it  being  ufual  for  too  many  of 
thofe  Authors  to  publilh  things  upbii 
Truft,  or  the  bare  Whimfies  of  their 
own  Brains*  I  refolv’d  to  try  this  Affair 
myfelf,  and  not  truft  it  to  any  one  elle. 

1  filled  a  Glafs  Retort  as  full  of 
Mifletoe  as  it  would  contain,  by  cram¬ 
ming  of  it  in.  I  then  put  the  Retort 
into  a  Sand-Furnace.  For  twenty- 
four  Hours  I  made  fuch  a  Fire  as 
would  heat  the  Sand  well,  but  hot 
make  it  red-hot :  in  this  time,  little  or 
nothing  at  all  came  over  into  the  Re¬ 
ceiver.  It  is  to  be  obferv’d,  that  the 
Mifletoe  was  petfedfly  well  dry ’d,  fo  that 
all  its  aqueous  Humidity  was  gone.  Af¬ 
terwards  I  augmented  the  Fire,  fo  as 
to  make  the  Sand  red-hot;  and  from 
about  eight  Ounces  of  Mifletoe*  I  had 
near  two  Ounces  of  acid  Spirit  much 
about  the  fame  Strength*  and  not  much 
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differing  in  Tafte  from  the  common 
Spirit  of  Vinegar. 

What  this  acid  Spirit  will  do  as  a 
Medicine,  I  have  not  yet  tried;  but 
may  do  it  hereafter.  This  Spirit  I 
poured  upon  two  Drams  of  Red  Coral 
finely  powder’d:  it  immediately  fell 
to  work  upon  the  Coral,  as  any  other 
acid  Spirit  of  the  fame  Strength  would 
do.  I  let  it  ftand  fo  for  fome  time, 
without  the  Afiiftance  of  any  external 
Heat.  I  afterwards  put  it  into  the 
Sand-Furnace,  where  I  kept  it  about 
forty-eight  hours,  in  a  pretty  ftrong 
Heat,  in  a  Bolt-Head  with  a  very  long 
Neck,  that  nothing  might  evaporate. 
It  had  in  that  time  diffolv’d  a  good 
Part  of  the  Coral,  as  other  acid  Spirits 
of  the  lame  Strength  would  do ;  but 
extracted  nothing  out  of  the  Coral, 
that  might  be  called  a  Tintture. 

From  the  niceft  Obfervations  I  have 
been  hitherto  able  to  make,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  Life  and  Energy  of  Mifletoe  con- 
fifts  in  its  Refin,  as  does  that  of  the 
Peruvian  Barkj  and  Virginian  Snake- 

Root ; 
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Root ;  and  therefore  by  the  means  of 
highly  reCtify’d  Spirit  of  Wine,  a  Tinc¬ 
ture  may  be  extracted  from  it,  that  con¬ 
tains  all,  or  the  greateft  part  of  its 
Virtues. 

I  am  fure  that  the  Tincture  of  the 
Peruvian  Bark,  from  many  Yeaas  Ex¬ 
perience,  will  cure  an  inveterate  Quar¬ 
tan  Ague,  better  and  more  effectually 
than  the  Powder  will  do.  Now  when 
the  TinCture  is  extracted  from  the  Bark, 
what  remains  is  no  better  than  Saw- 
Duft,  which  can  never  be  digefted  by 
a  human  Stomach,  and  may  lodge 
there,  and  in  the  Plicce  of  the  Guts, 
and  do  much  mifchief :  But  with  the 
Powder  of  Mifletoe  it  is  not  fo,  it  be¬ 
ing  of  a  more  lax  and  mucilaginous  na¬ 
ture,  and  therefore  can  lodge  no  where 
t«  do  hurt. 

But  it’s  not  improbable  that  that  Mu¬ 
cilage  which  is  in  the  Powder,  and 
hinders  it  from  doing  hurt,  may  fo 
invelope  the  refinous  active  Part  of  it, 
as  fometimes  to  hinder  its  doing  that 
Good,  which  it  will  do  alone,  when  diflol- 
ved  in  Spirit  of  Wine.  Ob- 
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Obferve,  that  Spirit  of  Wine  high¬ 
ly  re&ify’d,  will  no  more  touch  the 
mucilaginous  Part  of  the  Mifletoe, 
than  it  will  the  Saw-duft  Part  of  the 
Peruvia?t  Bark.  . 

I  am  now  fully  convinced,  that 
Mifletoe  is  almoft,  if  not  altogether, 
as  certain  a  Specifick  in  the  Cure  of  Epi- 
lepfies,  and  other  convulfive  Diftem- 
pers,  as  the  Bark  is  in  curing  Intermit¬ 
ting  Fevers ;  and  fo,  thanks  to  Provi¬ 
dence,  we  have  another  Specifick. 

In  old  and  obftinate  Quartan  Agues, 
the  Bark  will  not  overcome  them  with- 
out  Difficulty,  and  Length  of  Time; 
and  fometimes  not  at  all,  without  the 
Affiftance  of  the  Salt  of  Steel,  and  fome 
other  Helps :  and  after  all,  upon  any 
Irregularity,  or  taking  Cold,  the  Ague 
will  return  with  as  great  Violence  as 
ever. 

So  it  is  in  old  inveterate  Epilepfi.es, 
and  other  convulfive  Diftempers;  Mifle¬ 
toe  alone  will  not  fometimes  take  place, 
but  wants  the  Affiftance  of  sljfa-fcetidaj 
and  fometimes  of  other  things ;  which 

things 
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things,  by  themfelves  would  prove  of 
no  effect  at  all.  Upon  Accidents,  or 
Cold-taking,  the  Diftemper  will  be  apt 
to  return ;  as  it  is  with  obflinate 
Quartans. 

If  it  fometimes  happen  to  fail  in  the 
curing  of  old  inveterate  Epilepfies  ; 
that  may  proceed  from  the  Texture  of 
the  Brain  and  Nerves  being  fo  broken 
and  deftroy’d,  as  never  to  be  able  to 
admit  of  being  repaired :  This  is  no 
Argument  againft  the  Medicine’s  being 
a  Specifick  for  the  Cure  of  the  Diftem¬ 
per  in  general,  as  it  moft  certainly  is, 
and  will  even  do  good  to  the  Incurable. 

But  in  recentEpilepfi.es,  and  even  the 
St.  Vitiss  Dance  itfelf,  it  will,  as  far 
as  I  have  feen,  as  certainly  cure,  as  the 
Bark  will  a  Quartan  Ague ;  and  is 
therefore  by  much  the  greater  Remedy, 
by  how  much  the  one  Difeafe  is  greater 
and  more  formidable  than  the  other. 
But  as  it  is  ib,  a  much  greater  Space  of 
time  is  neceflarily  required  for  the  extir¬ 
pating  of  it,  than  of  theother. 

9*  *'  ‘ 
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In  Confumptive  Cafe,  proceeding 
from  a  Decay  of  the  Lungs,  or  any 
of  the  Noble  Parts,  it’s  very  common 
to  fee,  during  the  time  that  Matter  is 
forming,  a  regular  Paroxifm  of  a  Fe¬ 
ver,  fo  exa&ly  refembling  that  of  a 
common  Ague,  that  no  one  thing  can 
be  more  like  another ;  beginning  firft 
with  a  cold  fhivering  Rigour,  after 
that  with  a  hot  burning  Fit,  and  when 
that  is  gone  off,  with  profule  Sweats. 

The  Bark  will  rarely  fail  to  ftave  off 
tnele  Fits  for  a  time,  but  would  never, 
that  I  could  yet  obferve,  prevent  their 
Return ;  and  when  they  have  return’d, 
it  has  been  with  greater  Violence,  and 
I  fear  with  worle  Conlequence  to  the 
Patient,  than  if  it  had  never  been  gi¬ 
ven.  I  am  inclin  d  to  think  I  can  af- 
fign  a  Reafon  for  it ;  but  that  does  not 
belong  to  this  Place. 

It  very  commonly  happens,  that  E- 
pilepfies,  and  other  ConvuHive  Difor- 
ders,  are  not  original  Difeafe,  but 
Symptoms  and  Confequences  of  forne 
other  Diftemper  or  Accident. 
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As  for  inftance,  Worms  corroding 
the  moft  fenlible  Membranes  of  the 
Guts,  impaflable  Stones  in  the  Ureters, 
wounded  Nerves  and  Tendons,  &C- 

Mifletoe  will  frequently  relieve  Peo¬ 
ple  under  all  thefe  Circumftances,  but 
will  not  cure  them :  But  that  may  be 
faid  of  this,  which  cannot  be  faid  of 
the  Bark,  that  if  it  does  not  cure  them, 
it  will  do  no  hurt.  By  the  means  of 
it,  both  Phyflcians  and  Surgeons  may 
gain  time,  which  is  a  thing  of  the  great- 
eft  confequence:  (J \ui  dat  ‘Tempus ,  dat 
Vitam .)  By  which  means  the  greateft 
Difeafes,  and  moft  terrible  Accidents, 
may  fometimes  be  overcome. 

I  fhall  here  give  an  Account  of  a 
Couple  of  Gales  which  have  fallen  in  my 
way,  lince  the  publifhing  of  the  Firft 
Part  of  this  Dijfertation ,  and  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  ones  they  are. 

Aboutthe  middle  of  December ,  avery 
Worthy  Manin  the  City  broughthis  Son 
to  me,  an  only  Child,  of  about  eight 
Years  of  Age.  About  a  Year  and  a  half 
before,  he  had  the  Confluent  Small-Pox: 

G  oon 
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foon  after  the  Small-Pox  was  over,  he  was 

attacked  with  Epileptick  Fits.  The 
Father  immediately  had  recourfe  to 
a  Phyfician  of  Eminence  ;  he  not  fuc- 
cecding,  he  applied  to  another,  and  fo 
to  a  third :  but  whatever  was  done, 
had  no  eSetft,  for  he  every  day  orew 
worfe  and  worfe  ;  fo  that  at  laft  his 
Parents  determined  to  give  him  no 
more  Medicines,  defpairing  of  a  Cure. 
Notwithstanding  which,  upon  the  Fa¬ 
ther’s  reading  the  Differ  tat  ion  upon 
Mijletoe ,  he  alter’d  his  Mind,  and  im¬ 
mediately  brought  the  Child  to  me. 

it  was  as  melancholy  a  Spe&acle  as 
could  be  beheld.  From  being  a  Child 
of  lively  Temper,  and  quick  Under- 
Sanding,  he  was  become  Supid.  When 
he  had  no  Fit  upon  him,  his  Mufcles 
were  always  in  motion.  If  he  were  fit¬ 
ting,  he  would  dart  himfelf  out  of  his 
Chair,  like  an  Arrow  out  of  a  Bow, 
hitting  his  Head  againS  the  Wall,  or 
any  thing  elfe  that  was  before  him;  fo 
that  they  were  forced  to  have  one"  al¬ 
ways  with  him,  for  fear  he  fhould  dafh 

out 
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out  his  Brains,  or  dart  himfelf  into  the 
Fire,  anddeftroy  himfelf  that  way. 

I  prefcrib’d  for  him  as  follows : 

4  Take  of  the  Powder  of  Mifietoe 
c  dried  in  the  manner  before  directed, 
4  an  Ounce;  Affa-Foetida,  a  Dram; 
‘  Syrup  of  Pioneysr  afufficient  Quanti- 
4  ty  to  make  an  Eleituary.’ 

Of  this  I  ordered  him  to  take  the 
Quantity  of  a  Nutmeg,  firjft  in  the 
Morning,  at  five  in  the  Afternoon,  and 
lafl:  at  Night ;  and  to  drink  after  each 
Dofe  a  Draught ofthe  following  Infufion. 

‘  Take  of  the  whole  Plant,  Leaves, 
4  Berries,  fmall  Twigs  and  large  ones, 
<  grofly  bruis’d  in  a  Mortar,  four  Oun- 
4  ces,  of  the  Flowers  of  red  fhoneys, 
‘  one  Handful;  boiling  Water  a  full 
4  Quart :  infule  in  a  Pot  dole  ftopt  by 
4  the  Fire-fide,  for  two  Hours :  then 
4  ftrain  out,  and  fweeten  with  two 
4  Ounces  of  Syrup  of  Pioneys.’ 

For  a  Month,  or  fomething  more, 
he  found  little  or  no  Benefit;  nay, 
fometimes  the  Fits  would  be  more 
frequent  and  violent  than  they  had 
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been  before :  However  this  did  not 
difcourage  the  honeft  Parents,  but  on 
they  proceeded,  and  had  their  Wifhes 
and  Expectations  effectually  anfwer’d. 
When  he  began  to  mend,  he  fenfibly 
grew  better  every  day,  and  by  the  end 
of  March  was  perfectly  recover’d,  as 
brisk  in  his  Temper,  and  as  quick  in 
his  Underfhnding,  as  any  Child,  I 
think,  I  ever  faw  in  my  Eife. 

For  Security-fake,  I  defired  that  he 
might  take  the  Medicines  Night  and 
Morning  for  two  or  three  Months  longer, 
which  was  readily  comply’d  with  ;  and 
he  has  never  had  a  Fit  lince. 

Mifletoe  generally  keeps  the  Body  o- 
pen ;  but  when  it  does  not  do  it,  it 
is  neceflary,  once  in  three  or  four  Days, 
to  give  fbme  very  gentle  lenitive  Me¬ 
dicine:  but  never  any  ftrong  Purge', 
■which  always  does  Mifchief  in  Epileptic 
cal  Cafes. 

It  always  kept  this  Child  regularly 
open,  fo  he  had  never  any  thing  given 
him  from  beginning  to  end,  but  what 
is  here  mentioned. 
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I  own,  that  when  I  firft  faw  this 
Child,  I  did  apprehend  his  Cafe  to  be 
fo  very  defperate,  that  I  did  not  think 
it  poffible  for  him  ever  to  be  made  per¬ 
fectly  well :  but  thro’  God’s  Mercy,  I 
was  deceived. 

On  the  twenty-feventh  Day  of  De¬ 
cember,  I  was  fent  for  to  a  mod;  beau¬ 
tiful  young  Lady  of  about  eleven  Years 
of  Age,  whofe  Circumftances  were 
moll  deplorable.  She  had  the  St.  Vitis  s 
Dance  in  as  extreme  a  manner,  as  per¬ 
haps  ever  any  one  had  :  I  had  never 
feen  any  thing  before  like  it. 

Her  Underftanding  was  greatly  im¬ 
pair’d  ;  fuch  a  Faultring  in  her  Speech, 
that  fhe  could  fcarce  fpeak  a  Word  fo 
as  to  be  underflood.  All  the  Mulcles 
of  her  Body  were  continually  convulfed, 
both  in  Bed  and  up.  She  could  neither 
fland,  nor  ule  her  Hands  fo  much  as 
to  feed  herfelf.  For  three  or  four 
Nights  in  the  Week  fhe  would  never 
deep  at  all,  but  pals  the  whole  Nights 
in  the  moft  hideous  Shrieks  and  Lamen¬ 
tations. 

She 
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She  was  attack’d  about  three  Years 
before  with  flight  Epileptical  Fits  ; 
upon  which  her  tender  Mother  fent  for 
as  able  and  honeft  a  Phyfician  as  any 
of  the  Faculty.  I  am  fure  he  treated 
her  with  the  utmoft  Compaflion  and 
Care ;  however  all  his  Attempts  pro¬ 
ved  ineffectual,  for  want  of  being 
thorowly  acquainted  with  this  glorious 
Specifick.  The  Difeafe  got  ground  of 
him,  till  it  arrived  to  the  Height  hefore- 
mention’d,  in  fpight  of all  he  could  do. 

When  I  was  called  in,  1  carneftly 
prefs’d  that  the  former  Phyfician  might 
be  continu’d,  but  that  was  refus’d:  fo  I 
went  on  in  the  following  manner. 

I  fhall  recite  the  whole  in  Englifh , 
that  the  meaneft  Capacity  may  compre¬ 
hend  it. 

It  is  to  be  obferved  in  this  young  La¬ 
dy,  that  in  lefs  than  a  Week  there  were 
manifeft  Signs  of  her  growing  better. 

December  27.  1718.  I  order’d  as 
follows : 

‘  Powder  of  Mifletoe,  a  Scruple ; 

‘  Syrup  of  Pioneys  a  fufficient  Quantity 

‘  to 
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4  to  make  a  Bolus,  to  be  taken  every 
‘  fix  Hours ;  drinking  after  each,  fix 
‘  or  feven  Spoonfuls  of  the  following 
‘  Infufion. 

4  The  whole  Mifletoe,  bruifed  as 

*  is  before  dire  died,  three  Ounces  ; 

‘  Pioney-Flowers,  half  an  Handful  t 

*  Boiling  Water,  twenty  Ounces :  In- 

*  fufe  in  a  Pot  dole  ftopt,  by  the  Fire- 
‘  fide,  for  an  Hour  •  then  ftrain  out. 

*  To  the  ftrain’d  Liquor  add  Compound 
‘  Pioney-Water,  and  Syrup  of  Pioneys, 

‘  of  each  an  Ounce.’ 

Twenty-ninth,  I  order’d  the  follow¬ 
ing  Purge;  and  as  foon  as  that  had 
done  working,  to  proeeed  in  the  Ufe 
of  the  Bolus  and  Infufion.  And  for  an 
Aid  to  give  her  the  moft  fpeedy  Relief 
pofiible  under  her  miierable  Circum- 
ftances,  I  diredied  Plaifters  for  her  Feet, 
which  I  have  frequently  known  to  be 
of  great  ufe  in  Disorders  of  the  Head 
and  Nerves. 

The  Purging  Infufion. 

4  Take  of  the  Decodtum  Sennas 

*  Gereonis,  two  Ounces ;  Manna,  half 
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<  an  Ounce;  Compound  Pioney-Water* 

{  two  Drams:  mix  and  make  a  Potion, 

‘  to  be  given  early  in  the  Morning. 

‘  Strain’d  Galbanum,  three  Drams ; 

‘  Powder  of  Nutmeg  one  Dram:  mix 
«  them  together,  and  fpread  upon  Lea- 
‘  ther  to  be  applied  to  the  Soles  of  the 
‘  Feet.’ 

December  the  laff,  I  order’d  the 
Purging  Potion  to  be  repeated,  and 
that  flie  fhould  go  on  with  the  Bolus 
andlnfufion:  The  Diffrels  in  the  Night 
continued,  but  the  Convulfions  in  her 
Nerves  abated  ;  fo  I  order’d,  that  du¬ 
ring  the  Time  of  thofe  Pqroxifms,  fhe 
fhould  frequently  take  a  Spoonful  of  the 
following  Mixture  ;  and  that  a  Plaifter 
of  ftrain’d  Galbanum  fhould  be  applied 
to  her  Navel ;  and  that  the  Plaifters  to 
her  Feet  fhould  be  renewed. 

‘  Jlffa-foetida^  two  Scruples ;  Rue 
‘  and  Pennyroyal  Water,  of  each  four 
‘  Ounces ;  Compound  Pioney- Water, 
‘  an  Ounce ;  Compound  Spirit  of  La- 
‘  vender,  a  Dram;  fine  Sugar,  half 
‘  an  Ounce :  mix  them  well  together 
4  in  a  Mortar.’  Janu~ 
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January  the  third,  fhe  was  much, 
better  every  way :  I  then  order  d 
*  three  Grains  of  Ajfa-faztida)  and  one 
t  Drop  of  Oil  of  Rofemary  to  be  added 
‘  to  each  Bolus.’ 

In  this  Method  fhe  continued  to  the 
end  of  January ,  fenfibly  mending  e~ 
very  day  ;  I  then  order  d  that  ine 
fhould  take  the  Bolus  and  Infufjon  but 
three  times  a  day,  which  fire  continued 
to  do  till  the  end  of  February. 

By  that  time  fhe  was  as  well  as  ever 
fhe  was  in  her  whole  Life;  fhe  could 
walk  and  fpeak  perfectly  well;  fhe 
could  not  only  feed  herfelf,  but  few 
for  her  Diverfion. 

For  Security-fake,  I  order’d  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  the  Bolus  and  Infufion, 
Night  and  Morning,  till  the  End 
of  April ,  which  was  readily  complied 

with. 

She  continues  perfectly  well,  with¬ 
out  the  leaf!  Appearance,  that  ever 
fhe  had  fo  long  labour’d  under  fuch  a 
terrible  Illnefs. 


H 
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I  was  in  March  laft  called  to  a  Gen¬ 
tleman,  who  was  in  as  diftrefled  a 
Condition  as  a  human  Creature  could 
poftibly  be,  labouring  under  a  Compli¬ 
cation  of  Diftempers,  one  of  which 
was  a  Convullive  Afthma ;  which  was 
fo  grievous  to  him,  that  he  told  me  he 
had  not  been  able  to  keep  his  Bed  for 
a  whole  Night  together,  of  three  Months ; 
and  fometimes  for  feveral  Nights  toge¬ 
ther,  not  to  be  able  to  lie  down  in  his 
Bed  at  all,  but  to  fit  up  with  Windows 
open  upon  him. 

I  fhall  not  trouble  you  with  his  other 
Circumftances,  which  were  very  grie¬ 
vous,  (from  all  which  he  is  very  well 
got  over)  but  only  give  an  account 
what  Miftetoe  did  in  the  Cure  of  his 
Afthma. 

I  order’d  him  to  drink  a  large 
Draught  of  the  following  Emulfton 
every  Night  before  he  went  to  Bed, 
and  at  times  to  drink  the  whole  Bot¬ 
tle  before  he  role,  if  Sleep  did  not  pre¬ 
vent  it. 

Helmonty 
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Helmonty  I  remember,  calls  the  con- 
vullive  Adhma  Caducus  Pulmonum^ 
which  coming  into  my  Mind,  occa- 
don’d  my  giving  him  this  Medicine. 

<  I  order’d  four  Ounces  of  bruis’d 
‘  Midetoe  to  be  infus’d  in  a  Quart 
«  of  boiling  Water  for  an  Hour, 

<  then  to  be  drain’d  out;  when  per- 
‘  fedtly  cold,  to  add  half  a  Pint  of 
i  Lisbon  White- wine:  afterwards,  with 
(  two  Ounces  of  blanch’d  Almonds  to 
6  make  an  Emulhon,  and  to  be  fweet- 
£  ned  with  a  fufficient  quantity  of  fine 

<  Sugar.’ 

To  the  bed  of  my  remembrance  he 
never  had  one  Fit  of  the  Adhma  after¬ 
wards. 

But  obferve  what  a  quantity  of  Mide- 
toe  he  took  every  Night,  even  as  much 
as  could  be  got  out  of  four  Ounces  by 
Infufion  in  Water. 

Tho’  I  have  oblerv’d  before,  that 
now  it  evidently  appears  to  me,  that 
the  mod  adlive  Part  of  the  Midetoe 

H  2  condds 
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con  lifts  in  its  Refin,  which  is  only  to 

be  extracted  with  Spirit  of  Wine  ;  yet 

it  not  being  fo  rugged  a  harfh  Body 

as  the  Bark  is,  the  Refin  beinn  inve- 

lop’d  in  a  flimy  Mucilage,  it  will,  by 

being  infus’d  in  Water,  part  with  fome 

proportion  of  its  Refin,  which  the  Bark 

will  not  ;  and,  for  aught  I  know,  its 

Mucilage  may  be  of  great  Ufe  in  many 

Cafe-,  efpecially  in  young  Children, 

to  ebtund  the  Acrimony  of  the  Bile, 

which  is  apt  to  gripe  them,  and  fo 

the  Powder  may  be  better  for  them, 

than  given  any  other  way :  But  this 

muft  be  left  to  Time  and  farther  Ex- 

« 

perience. 

What  I  have  hitherto  done,  till 

*  <.  * 

very  lately,  has  been  by  the  means  of 
the  Powder  and  Infufion,  and  great 
things  they  are.  if  by  the  Ufe  of 
the  Tincture  I  lhall  be  enabled  to  make 

a  \  v  y  •  .  W 

a  farther  Progrefs,  the  World  may  ex¬ 
pert  to  be  inform’d  of  it  in  due  time. 
Its  but  a  lew  Weeks  that  I  have  been 
Mailer  of  the  Tindture,  but  I  already 
lee  that  great  things  may  be  expe&ed 
from  it.  '  What 
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What  I  have  obferv’d,  as  to  the 
Quantities  the  Gentleman  before- 
mention’d  took  every  Night,  brings  to 
my  Mind  what  I  often  thought  of ; 
which  is,  that  I  believe  many  noble 
Medicines  are  laid  afide  as  ufelefs,  for 
want  of  having  been  given  in  due 
Quantities. 

In  recent  Epilepfies,  and  ordina¬ 
ry  Convulfions,  which  are  Difeafes 
that  were  formerly  wont  to  give  me 
great  Uneafinels,  efpecially  the  Epi- 
leptical  ones ;  being  confcious  to  my- 
felf,  from  the  mold  careful  Obferva- 
tion,  that  there  was  little  Profped  of 
getting  the  Maftery  of  them  :  I  now 
look  upon  them  as  little  more  formi¬ 
dable  than  a  Quartan  Ague ;  tho  in 
their  outward  Appearance  and  real  Na¬ 
ture  much  more  terrible. 

The  Cafes  juft  now  recited  are  ful- 
ficient  to  demon ftrate  to  the  World, 
that  common  Mifletoe  is  a  great  Me¬ 
dicine,  and  highly  to  be  efteem  d.  As 
for  Mifletoe  of  the  Oak,  I  have  ne¬ 
ver  yet  feen  anv. 

'  '  '  "  Thofe 
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Thole  of  the  Antients,  that  were 
Men  of  Virtue  and  Companion,  when¬ 
ever  they  had  any  thing  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  the  World  that  might  be  of 
publick  Advantage,  always  did  it  in 
the  known  and  common  Language  : 
And  as  I  defign  this  for  the  common 
Good,  were  I  able  to  write  Latin  in 
as  elegant  a  Stile  as  Cicero  did,  that 
fhould  not  induce  me  to  fend  it  abroad 
in  any  other  way,  than  in  the  homely 
manner  in  which  it  is  done. 

I  have  turn’d  over  many  Books, 
fince  I  publilh’d  the  firft  Part  of  this 
Dijfertation ,  to  fee  whether  I  could 
procure  any  farther  light  into  the  natu¬ 
ral  Hiftory  of  this  wonderful  Plant,  but 
at  prefent  fee  no  caufe  to  retraft  what  I 
have  there  advanced,  nor  indeed  to  add 
anything,  or  very  little 

yobannes  Bauhinus  has  treated  more 
copioufly  of  it,  than  any  of  the  Mo¬ 
derns  I  have  read.  Sc  aUger  ■,  in  his 
way,  has  treated  it  very  fubtilely,  but 
I  think  advances  nothing  but  Para¬ 
doxes.  To  be  ihort,  there  is;  no  one 

that 
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that  takes  notice  of  it,  except  Cardani 
but  thinks  there  is  iomething  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  in  it;  yet  the  Druids  alone, 
tho’  they  did  not  explain  themfelves, 
feem  to  be  the  only  Per  Ions  who  under- 
flood  its  real  Worth. 

In  other  Trees  that  are  propagated, 
either  by  Grafting  or  Inoculating,  the 
Grafts  or  Buds  leem  to  become  of  the 
Very  fame  Subftance  with  the  Stock  in¬ 
to  which  they  are  inferted.  But  with 
Mifletoe  it’s  quite  other  wife,  as  appears 
plainly  to  the  naked  Eye ;  which  I  can 
fhew  to  any  one. 

I  have  it  from  Dr.  Willis ,  that  it 
was  the  earneft  Wifh  of  the  great  Crato, 
That  a  Specifick  for  the  Cure  of  the 

Epilepfy  might  be  difcover’d  before  he 

died. 

I  do  verily  and  indeed  think,  from 
the  Tryals  I  have  made  in  a  Multi¬ 
tude  of  Cafes,  befides  thofe  publifh’d, 
that  Mifletoe  is  in  reality  a  Specifick 
for  the  Cure  of  Epilepfies  and  Convul- 
five  Difeafes. 

:  •  * 
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Why  it  fhould  be  fo,  X  can  as  eafily 
account  for,  from  the  Hypothecs  ot 
Dr.  Willis ,  as  from  that  of  Marcus 
Marci. 

Whilft  X  was  writing  this,  I  was 
called  to  a  Gentleman  in  a  Fever,  that 
they  faid  was  dying,  and  indeed  he 
appear’d  fo  to  be  ;  he  had  a  trembling 
Pulfe,  clammy  cold  Sweats,  with  a 
Convulfiori  of  the  Tendons,  and  a 
Faultring  in  his  Speech,  that  he  was 
fcarce  able  to  exprefs  himfelf  fo  as  to 
be  underflood.  I  gave  him  the  Mille- 
toe  in  Powder,  mix’d  with  Cochineal 
and  thfe  Tin&ure  in  a  Jnlep,  both  in 
large  quantities.  This  was  late  at 
Night,  arid  next  Morning  he  was  re¬ 
cover’d  to  my  Amazement.  I  verily 
believe  the  Patient  would  have  died 
that  Night,  had  it  not  been  for  the 
Mifletoe  ;  not  to  difparage  Cochineal, 
which  is  a  Medicine  highly  to  be  valu¬ 
ed,  and  beyond  all  others  that  I  ever 
law,  in  Fevers  of  all  forts.  But  of  this 
perhaps  another  time. 
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'  I  defire,  for  the  future,  that  the  Bark 
of  the  large  Stalks  may  be  dry’d  and 
powder’d  with  the  Leaves,  Berries,  and 
fmall  Twigs,  as  being  equal  to,  if  not 
fuperior  in  Virtue  to  either  of  them ; 
but  all  together  are  be  ft. 

What  there  is  particular  in  the 
Woody  Part,  I  cannot  at  prefent  tell ; 
but  have  hitherto  order’d  it  to  be 
bruifed  promifcuoufly  with  the  reft  for 
Infufions. 

I  have  not  yet  dared  to  rob  the 
Miftetoe  of  but  few  of  its  Berries  ; 
but  from  fome  Oblervations  I  have 
made  of  them,  I  am  inclin’d  to  think, 
that  they  are  the  greateft  Reftorers  of 
decay’d  Nature,  fwallow’d  whole  as 
they  are,  either  green  or  dry,  and  a 
Draught  of  generous  Wine  to  be  drank 
after  them ;  ten  or  a  dozen  every  Night 
at  going  to  Bed. 

The  greateft  Article  of  Convulfions 
in  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  I  take  to  be 
of  Infant  Children  :  The  way  of  giv¬ 
ing  them  the  Miftetoe, '  is  as  follows ; 

I  and 
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and  moft  prodigious  things  I  have  feen 
done  by  it. 

c  Take  of  the  Powder  of  Mifletoe, 

<  as  before  directed,  two  Drams ;  Rue 
‘  and  Penny-royal  Water,  of  each,  two 

<  Ounces ;  Syrup  of  Pioneys,  half  an 

<  Ounce :  Mix  them  together,  and  give 
4  half  a  Spoonful,  as  oft  as  you  can 
♦  get  them  to  take  it.’ 

If  they  cannot  be  got  to  take  it  that 
way,  mix  a  little  of  the  Powder  with 
iome'  Panada. 

If  they  are  exceedingly  griped  and 
loofe,  apply  alfo  the  following  Plaifters 
to  their  Bellies. 

4  Venice- Treacle,  and  Oil  of  Nut- 
4  megs  by  Expreffion,  of  each  two 
4  Drams  :  mix  them  together,  and 
4  fpread  upon  foft  Leather.’ 

If  the  Loofenefs  continues,  give  the 
following  Glider. 


Dia- 
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4  Diafcordium  made  with  D;aco- 
<  dium  inftead  of  Honey,  a  Dram  ; 

4  Powder  of  Mifletoe,  half  a  Dram  ; 

4  Penny-royal  Water,  three  or  four 
‘  Ounces  ;  mix,  and  make  a  Glider, 

4  which  give  warm.’ 

If  they  are  bound,  which  they  rare¬ 
ly  are  when  they  are  convuls’d,  give 
them  a  little  Manna  in  fome  of  the 
Mifletoe  Julep  ;  and  if  that  dont  open 
them,  the  following  Glider  : 

4  Manna,  two  Drams  ;  Midetoe- 
4  Powder,  half  a  Dram  ;  Penny-royal 
4  Water,  three  Ounces  ;  Oil  of  Ca- 
4  momile,  two  Drams :  mix  and  make 
4  a  Glider. 

To  Children  of  about  ten  Years  of 
Age  may  be  given  half  a  Dram  of  the 
Powder,  with  three  Grains  of  Afia- 
Foetida,  '  three  times  a  Day,  and  a 
Draught  of  the  Infulion  afterwards. 

Men  and  Women  may  take  a  Dram 
■  of  the  Powder,  with  five  or  fix  Grains 

I  2  Of 
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of  Affa-Foetida,  three  or  four  times  a 
day,  according  to  the  Urgency  of  the 
Cafe,  drinking  a  large  Draught  of  the 
Infufion  afterwards,  and  may  drink  a 
Draught  of  the  Infufion  betwixt 
whiles :  Now  the  ftronger  the  Infu- 
iion  is  made,  the  better  ;  fo  that  it  be 
not  made  fo  flrong  as  to  naufeate  the 
Stomach. 

Having  for  a  great  many  Years  feen 
the  moll  convincing  Proofs  of  the 
wonderful  Effects  of  the  Mifletoe  it- 
felf,  being  only  gather’d  in  a  proper 
time,  and  carefully  dry’d  and  powder’d ; 
it  never  enter’d  into  my  Head  to  make 
any  Tryals  about  extrading  a  Tindure 
from  it,  tho’  I  had  long  ago  been  con¬ 
vinced  that  its  chief  Excellence  con- 
fifted  in  its  Birdlime,  which  is  a  moft 
wonderful,  tradable,  foft  Refin,  and 
I  knew  diffolvable  in  Spirit  of  Wine  : 
nay,  I  have  given  the  Birdlime  alone, 
join’d  with  iome  proper  Powder  to 
make  it  into  Pills,  in  a  deplorable  Cafe, 
'-with  Sticcefs. 
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But  ftnce  the  Tindure  has  been  pre¬ 
par’d,  which  is  but  a  few  Weeks  ftnce, 

I  have  reafon  to  believe,  from  fome 
Obfervations  that  I  have  already  made, 
that  in  particular  extraordinary  Cafes, 
join’d  with  a  fmall  Proportion  of 
Tindure  of  Afia-Foetida,  that  it  will 
take  place  in  a  fhorter  time  than  the 
Powder  will  do ;  but  I  fhall  not  give 
an  Account  of  the  Method  how  to  ex- 
trad  the  Tindure,  till  I  have  had  a 
larger  Experience  of  it. 

However,  both  it,  and  the  Miiletoe 
gather’d  in  due  time,  and  carefully 
dry’d.  and  powder’d,  may  be  had  at 
Mr.  Shorthofe  s,  an  Apothecary,  over 
again  ft  Hungerford-  Market ,  in  the 
Strand ;  and  at  Mr.  Riddles,  an  Apo¬ 
thecary  in  Villiers-fireet,  Tork-Buildings. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  laft 
OBober  I  was  fent  for  to  a  Child  of  a- 
bout  eight  Years  of  Age,  who  had  the 
St.  Fitts  $  Dance. 

She  neither  could  ftand  nor  fit ;  her 
Hands  were  in  continual  Motion,  that 

fhe  could  not  feed  herfelf,  nor  hold 

/  any 
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any  thing  in  them ;  her  Head  was 
continually  thrown  from  fide  to  fide, 
or  backwards  or  forwards ;  and  her 
Speech  entirely  loft. 

This  was  a  recent  Cafe,  of  not  a- 
bove  a  Month’s  ftanding,  and  by  the 
beginning  of  this  prefent  November  fhe 
was  made  perfectly  well. 

To  prevent  Miftakes,  I  fhall  here  a- 
gain  give  an  Account  how  People  may 
furnifh  themfelves  with  Powder  of 
Mifletoe  for  the  whole  Year  in  Per¬ 
fection. 

Take  of  the  Leaves,  Berries,  ten¬ 
der  Twigs,  and  the  Bark  of  the  large 
Branches,  gather’d  at  the  latter  end  of 
December.  Let  them  be  dried  over  a 
Baker’s  Oven,  which  is  a  mild,  con- 
ftant  and  gentle  Heat.  When  it  is 
perfectly  dried,  let  it  be  put  into  a 
Glafs  Jar,  which  muft  be  cover’d  with 
Leather,  or  ftopt  with  a  Cork,  and  kept 
in  a  warm  and  dry  Place,  that  it  may 
not  grow  mouldy. 
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Obferve,  that  its  being  fcorch’d  in 
drying,  or  growing  mouldy  after  it 
has  been  carefully  dried,  renders  it  of 
no  value. 

The  Stalks  that  are  preferv’d  for  In- 
fufion,  mu  ft,  after  they  are  dried,  be 
carefully  kept  in  a  warm  and  dry  Place. 

Since  this  is  come  out  in  due  time, 

I  hope,  for  the  future,  that  I  lhall  find 
every  Apothecary’s  Shop  furnilh’d  with 
Mifietoe,  gather’d  at  the  proper  Sea- 
fon,  and  dry’d  and  powder’d  accord¬ 
ing  to  Direction. 

However,  if  what  I  have  laid  be 
difregarded,  and  it  prove  otherwife,  I 
have  before  given  an  account  where 
People  may  furnifh  themfelves  with  it. 

I  had  it  in  my  thoughts  to  have 
publifh’d  at  this  time,  my  Obferva- 
tions  upon  the  noble  Qualities  ol 
fome  other  fimple  Remedies,  viz.  Co¬ 
chineal,  Virginian  Snake-Root,  and 
the  very  common  Herb  Prunella  ;  but 
want  of  Leifure  has  prevented  it. 
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INCE  the  firft  Publication 
of  the  foregoing  Differtation, 
I  have  had  Prefents  from  two 
Perfons  of  a  fmall  Quantity  of  true 
Mifletoe  of  the  Oak.  By  the  heft  Ob- 
fervation  I  can  make,  I  don’t  appre¬ 
hend  that  it  deferves  in  any  Refpe6t  to 
be  preferr’d  before  the  Mifletoe  that 
grows  upon  other  Trees. 

I  could  have  greatly  fwell’d  the 
Number  of  Obfervations,  but  thought 
it  altogether  needlefs. 
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